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houses, and their size, judging by the overtopping summits that
marked out the dwelling of Zamil and his family, far surpassed
anything in Bereydah. The outer fortifications are enormously
thick, and the girdle of palm-trees between them and the town
affords a considerable additional defence to the latter. For all
I could see, there is little stonework in the constructions, they
appear almost exclusively of unbaked bricks ; yet even so they
are formidable defences for Arabia, The whole country around
and whatever lay north-east towards Bereydah was more or less
ravaged by the war; and we were blamed by our friends as
very rash in having ventured thus far; in fact, it was a mere
chance that we did not fall in with skirmishers or plunderers;
and in such a case the'military discipline of Kaseem would
hardly have ensured our safety.

Two whole weeks had thus passed, a third began, and Aboo-
'Eysa was not yet ready to start, nor were the reasons which
he at first assigned for this delay wholly satisfactoiy. At last
the true cause of his dilatoriness came to light, and it was
of a character to be accepted without blame or necessity for
excuse.

Mohammed-'Alee-esh-Shirazee, the Persian representative at
Meshid 'Alee, and now entrusted with the headmanship of the
national pilgrimage, had written " in Arabic and Persian," to
Ri'ad, announcing the flight of Aboo-Boteyn, and the conduct
of Mohanna, and thereon proposing to pay in his own person a
visit to the capital, where he would state by word of mouth
grievances too many and too serious to be entrusted to pen and
ink. Feysul would most gladly have dispensed with the offered
interview, but he feared lest the Persian should take occasion of
a refusal to come to a total rupture, the result of which must be
to deprive Nejecl of its annual perquisites from the passage of
the pilgrims. Accordingly he sent word to Mohanna to provide
Mohammed-Alee with an escort for his journey to Ri'ad, and
to make his arrangements with the other Persians after a man-
ner to ensure their safe return home.

During the interval of these letters to and fro, the governor
of Bereydah had wrung out of his Shiya'ee guests a sum amount-
ing on the most moderate calculation to i,6oo/. sterling, and
could hardly now expect further subsidies. He had thus no
great interest in detaining them any longer; whereas to furnish